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. wh has ears to
_ reputation as one of the most up-to-date for doing just that. He who

and relevant dioceses in the country,

The pill that is most bitter to swallow

in this respect is that Archbishop Cody

considers himself a liberal, At the Council -

he voted for the principle of collegiality,
while at the same time he voted again and
again against an irrelevant, authoritarian
Church. How can this be reconciled with

the course of action he has undertaken in -

Chicago?

To many people the greatest failure of :
* the post-conciliar Church has been not

merely its inability to put into practice
many of the basic principles which came
out of the Council, but even more so its
apparent unconcern in many places with

even the beginnings of implementation.. -

-. In the area of decentralization of author-

ity Chicago-takes its place as a pnme
example.

Fiioto by John §. Murray f-

.4 learning, wit, and genuine
¢y concern for all who sought
"1 access to his thought
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responsibility to continually point out
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areas in which the Church is not respond-
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the time of the first cable to the ar-
rests. a little over three months later™

. he chall f the Coungil 1o un-

date the Church. I commend Mr. Schiltz

hear, let him hear.
WILLIAM M, TAYLOR

“Bombers for Portugal”
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Buffalo, N.Y.

The CIA, as you know, has no enforce-
ment function and its role was merely to
pass on whatever information they had to

"other agencies,

* . It should also be noted that the infor-
_ mation was gathered from various
" sources, some of unknown reliability.

copy of thc October 21st issue, I noted ‘

“your editorial entitled, “Bombers for

Portugal " Since I was the attomey who'

“tried this case for the United States, this - -

is of particular interest to me and since
I am a long time subscriber and rooter
for CoMMONWEAL, I hope that you will
take my comments in the spirit in which
they are given, that is, to attempt to give
you as accurate a picture as passible re-

garding the events and background con-

cerning this case.
The trial ended on Thursday, October

" 13, 1966, with the acquittal of both de-.
fendants. After rendering their verdict.
* the jurors informally discussed their de- -
. cision with the newspaper men and spec-

tators who were in the courtroom. I have
been informed that the question of CIA
involvement hardly entered into their de-

"liberation at all.

There was another indicted defendant,

" Gregory Board, not present at the trial,

who had fled the country. Judge Hender-

§ son charged the jury that it was his duty’,
4 to obtain the licenses and not the obliga-
‘tion of the two men on trial, Therefore,
the two defendants tried were tried as

conspirators and aiders and abettors. ‘The

" jury simply felt that the Government had

failed to show guilty intent on the part of

these two men.

Enclosed is a copy of a news story
by Orr Kelly, of the Sunday Star, Wash-
ington, dated October 16, Mr. Kelly
was present durmg almost all phases of

the trial and I believe that his wind-up

story concerning this situation fairly pre-

played. As Mr. Kelly points out in his,

third last paragraph, “While there is some

along the way, it now appears that the
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The Customs Agency is the enforcing
agency nere and, 10 their credit, when
they did begin to act on August 20, 1965,
the arrests were made within a three-

-week period,

I feel that in your editorial there are a
few misstatements of fact, which I
should like to point out. In the first para-
graph you state: “The accused insist that
the exporting of the planes was done with
the cooperation of the CIA. The CIA
denies this.” Neither defendant took the
stand in this case and the only statement
made of CIA involvement was made bi(
the attorney for one of the defendants, |
The only person who testified concerning i{
any CIA connection was the former con-
sultant. He testified that Gregory Board

| told him in Maréh 1965 that he had the

tacit consent of the United States Gov-
ernment and the CIA., However, in cross-
examination, he admitted that when he
first talked to Customs Agents in Septem-
ber 1965, shortly after the arrest, he did

. -not make that claim at that time. It is not

disputed that later in September 1965 he
talked to an officer in the Air Force In-

- telligence and said he believed the CIA

was involved.
My view of the record is that this is

the 'only connection with testimony of

any kind involving the CIA. This man’s
discussions with Air Force Intelligence

“occurred, ‘for the most part, after the

arrest of the defendants in September

1965. Since he was a writer of aircraft -
subjects, he, in a regular fashion, talked )
to various Air Force Intelligence officers
and did so during the Spring and Sum-

. mer of 1965. During this period of time, -
sents the trial and the part that the CIA .

he testified there were aircraft going to
Portugal, but he said he discussed it with
_them as an aviation. problem not as a
political one.

" In connection with ‘the fact that the

1
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CIA knew about this on May 25, 1965,
that is not correct. As you will see from

Mr. Keliy's article, this-information was

not acquired by a source in Lisbon until
June 9th and then distributed by the CIA
on June 10, 1965, As you will note from
his further discussion of the various In-

telligence cables received, as the CIA re-

ceived the information, they promptly
sent it out,
Your statement that the flights con-

" tinued until carly September is not cor-

rect. The last flight left Tucson on August
18, 1965 and it cleared Canada on
August 20, 1965,

It is stated in your editorial: “No at-
tempt was made to immediately halt the
flights in question.” Because of the free-
dom of travel which the United States

citizen and inhabitant has, it is not a

" difficult thing-at all to fly an aircraft from
- the United States to Canada, Mexico or

any other place in the world if you have

the know-how and the gasoline. As the
witness you described as the “former
consultant” testificd; he knew that it is
a simple thing to fly a plane out of the
United States by just getting in it and fly-

ing it away. To make this kind of traffic-
impossible would require many addition- '
al Customs and other agents and a -
thorough-going police state, which is .

something no American wants,
JOHN T. CURTIN
United States Attorney

Overseas Jobs  \,

N
Men needed as Directors, Assist-
ants and Trainees, for Welfare
and Development Programs in
Africa, Latin America and Asia.’
U.S. Citizens only, college grad-
uates, minimum age 25, pref-
erably knowledge of - French,
Spanish, Portuguese. '-
Send  curriculum vitae ..

including marital status
and present salary to:

Box 930, Commonweal

HOLY CROSS BROTHERS

TEACH AND TRAIN YOUNG MEN TO -
WITNESS 70 CHRIST

wrile: HOLY CRO5S BROTHERS
5t. Edward's Universily, Room 90,
Holy Cross High School, Room 90, Flushing, NY 11358
Holy Crows Jr. College, Rm 90, Nolre Damu, IN 46536

Yteaching - office work - trades

Austin, TX 78704

Reply

Our cditorial focussed on government
laxness, not the CIA role. Only Mr, Cur-
tin's correction of the dates is relevant
to this; it pares the time period in question

by about two weeks. Mr. Kelly's opinion
that “reasonable dispatch” means three. .

months and Mr. Curtin’s view that any
faster law enforcement would demand a

" police state seem highly fanciful. Let

someone try flying seven B-26s to Cuba
—then we would see what “dispatch’ can
mean! :
THE EDITORS

Correction

Chicago, Ill.

To the Editors: I would appreciate it if

you would correct the printing error on”’

p.- 87 of the Oct. 21st issue in which a
letter of mine appeared. The sentence
originally read: “The answer given by

Rahner et alii is circular in so far as they

claim to know in faith that this is the

~ Word of God and therefore man must be
_able to recognize it in an unNarbitrary

way .

The remamder of the paragraph (the
elided section). as well as earlier parts of
the letter reveal the contradiction con-
tained in the misprinting. The point is

 that the position of Rahner et dlii is cir-

cular because they claim an authentic
truth which is unauthenticated outside of
" the faith experience; it is authentic be-

cause it meets the canons of true know-
ing from within—thus unarbitrary; it is

" unauthenticated in so far as ordinary

demonstration and justification appeal to

- something other and more fundamentzlxl.~

‘The epistemological problem here is very
old of course. Aristotle formulated it in

: the final chapter of the Posterior Analy-
*tics when raising the question of how we

4

demonstrate first principles. ‘

Also and less important: Malevez Al

faro is (as far as I know) a non-entity; I
was referring to two theologians: Leo-

‘pold Malevez and Juan Alfaro. Finally,
- Alltiglichkeit without the umlaut (") is

correctly rendered Alltaeglichkeit.-

JAMES G. HART'
3 Divinity School,
' University of Chicago

25. November 1966: 239
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~have particular relevance for

"“English readers of Augustine

. sermons., Quincy Howe’s fine

:the background and validity of

~“Indispensable to the student

© Hlustrated by Key Documents

‘A first-rate contribution to ecu-

“Should become standard read-
‘ing in seminary and university

Bogls for
all seasons

A

“Major religious texts that

" our time.”
SELECTED SERRONS
OF ST. AUGUSTINE

Translated and edited by
QUINCY HOWE, JR.

A book for everyone concerned
with the revival of preaching,
and an addition to the library of
Christian classics.

~ HENRI MARROU

have long felt the need of a rep-
‘resentative selcction from his

translation of thirty sermons
now satisfies that nced. These
products of Augustine’s forensic
skill range over the whole field
of Augustinian teaching: the love
of God and neighbor, the great-
ness of the Christian feast-days,

Christianity, the present and the
future of man.”
— VERNON J. BOURKE. $6.00

of the Reformation."” -
— GREGORY BAUM

'FORERUNNERS OF
THE REFORMATION

The Shape of
Late Medieval Thought

By HEIKO AUGUSTINUS OBERMAN

menism, which examines the ev-
olution of Christian thought in ;
the 14th and 15th centuries,

“A magnificent source book as’
well as a major work of original
historiography which commends
itself to the reader as much by
reason of its eminent readability
s by its impeccable scholarship.”
— Virginia Kirkus' Service

courses on medieval intellectual
and Reformation -history.”
— LEwis W, Spritz, Stanford
University. $7.95
From your bookseller, or from
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc.

383 Madison Ave., N.V,, N.Y, 10017 -
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